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~Dear ~

This 1s in resmnse to your letter of 2} Pedruary 1981 4n
-which you requestet information under the Preedonm of :
“Information Aet (Pem). Specifically, you asked for in-
formation on the fllowing: .

, ) Sectim I ~ List of specific documents, o ' _

Sectim IT - List of CIA operations, dbranches,
divistens, offices, etc., as they may record

attemts at she elimination eof Fidel Castro or
any =;r Cuban government leader between 1959
and . . .

Sectim IIT - Two specific undated documents. -

Sectiaw IV - List of named individuals whose o
£ilss you requested to bde searched for informa-
tiom em the assassination of Pidel Castro or

<. ::‘:hban government official detween 1959 and

X Before we coslaet a search of our files coneeming your
~ . Péquest, we need teelarify certain areas of your request. -

- . oy

- -~ Under the POI4 a requester must reasonadbly desoridbe the . .- .:"..
 "Bocuments he s remesting. While we egn prodbably comply with o
Sections X, II, andi IIT of JOur request, Section IV does not
meet the oriteria fwr a reasonabdle search. Under the FOIA, an
8gency is not requismd to ecreate precords in response to a re- e e
. qu::t o:’ to do reacsreh on b:h:lfior the pu:u:a. 'rh: latter 'f.}-,"‘:-:,;;'_’.:‘-.*_- i
. part of' your request, couched in its present phraseology, not R 2SR
. only lacks the speeificity prescribed in the POIA, but it would: =3’:--,;?,';--'
~ als0 require us to mrform research as well as indulge in 8pe0=« Yo ¥

ulation. We recorssmd that you narrow the scope of your re- B (AN
quest as 1t pertaim to Section IV. The FOIA requires that the . - -
records sought be &mcribed in a precise enough manner to pere=

mit their identifission and recovery with a reasonadble amount .
of effort. L A
..Il
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Also, if an 1miividual requests information from & Pederal
agency on a third party, it 1s very helpful 4f the requester ... .
provides a notarized release from the person whose records are . : e
soncerned. Otherwise, every document surfaced would have to de Rt
Sarefully reviewed fn order to avoid an unwarranted invasion of " : 4.
the third party's privacy. Essentially, without such a re- . SR
lease, we could semd the requester little more than that in- ~ " %
formation already Im the pudblie domain--newsclips and the like.

Additionally, fIn order to conduct a meaningful search of
our files, we would need dasic bilographical data on the named
individuals. .This would include full name, date and place of - -
dirth, eitizenship, whether or not they are deceased, and any -
other data that might identify them. Without this information
to Adirect our search, the search costs would de much higher, ’

. With respeet te your request for a fee vaiver, I have re- °

viewed and considered the terms of your FOIA request and the

amount and character of the information already in the pubdblie T

domain. I have determined that the information which you seek .
. - from Agency files would not primarily result in substantive T

benefit to the pudlie. Acecordingly, in this instance, search

and reproduction fees rust be charged.,

As to costs, experience has shown that processing costs on
an individual runs adout $100. Depending upon the eomplexity
of the request, the charges could be much greater. As you can
see, the costs of this request would almost be prohibitive as
well as time-consuming to complete. If we hold voluminous
material on these imdividuals, our processing would take
several years, as we have a substantial backlog of requests
sinilar to yours. We must, because of this dacklog, operate on
the principle of first-in, first-out. Moreover, we would like .
to point out that mast of the releasabdble information on these -
subjects s already in the public domain as a result of prior
investigations, FOIA requests, ete. We can, if you wish, obe
tain a fee estimate from those eomponents in the Agency which
© _ Would mwost likely eontain the information you are seeking.

A copy of our surrent schedule of fees is enclosed for
“your guidance. W¥e w1ll hold action on your request in adeyance
pending receipt af your firm commitment to pay all search and
reproduction charges which may be incurred in processing the
request. You will mote that you will dbe liable for all search
fees even though we may locate no relevant records, or no re-

cords that are releasable under the FOIA. N e
- - . '...;;:':".: ' " . . ::'0.:.‘:. P
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Ve shall await your reply before taking further action en

this matter. Thank you for your patience and understanding.

o i . . a S8incerely. . ' ’ﬂg
Jonn E. BAGOR 0030 N
ormation and Privacy Coordinator
Enclosure

IPD/MAR/nkl 11 Mar 81
Distridution:
orig - Adse w/encl
1 - IPD Chrono
-~ IPD FB81-025% PWR: denied SPR (fees)
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